A non-parametric grading system for intestinal metaplasia: correlations with gastric tissue enzymes.
A novel method for grading intestinal metaplasia, with general applicability, is described. Highly significant agreement was found by kappa analysis both for intra-observer (k = 0.90) and for inter-observer (k = 0.85) variation, confirming the reproducibility of the method. The ranks derived by this method were correlated with gastric tissue levels of the enzymes beta-glucuronidase, lactic dehydrogenase (LDH), and %m-LDH. A significant (P less than 0.05) positive correlation was found between intestinal metaplasia and %m-LDH, but there was no correlation between intestinal metaplasia and beta-glucuronidase or LDH.